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Europe can
end smoking

EU revising Tobacco Products Directive (TPD) &
Tobacco Excise Directive (TED)

These reviews will shape tobacco policy for the
next decade

EPIC message: End smoking through safer
alternatives, not bans or heavy taxes



Economic
Impact

Tobacco & nicotine sector = €215–223B
GDP, 2.1M jobs, €111B in taxes.

Over-regulation → shift to illicit market, job
& revenue loss.

EPIC forecast: –€243B wages & –€454B
tax over 30 years if unchanged.











Latvia’s Situation
Planned +15% annual excise rise (2026–2028).
Flavour ban & low nicotine caps = legal market collapse.
Illegal trade expanding; smokers lose safer options.
Latvia can lead by using risk-based taxation & regulation.













A Pragmatic Way Forward

Apply harm reduction in national & EU rules.

Differentiate taxes by product risk.

Support SMEs & innovation in regulated nicotine sector.

Keep fiscal stability + public health progress.

Follow Sweden’s successful model.



Why Harm Reduction Works

01 Not all nicotine products
have equal risk.

03 Sweden, Japan, UK: proof
that harm reduction
lowers smoking rates.

02 Heated tobacco &
pouches far safer than
cigarettes.

04 Need harm-adjusted
taxation linking risk,
health, and fiscal goals.



Closing Messages

Choice for Europe & Latvia: prohibition vs innovation.

“The end of smoking is possible — if Europe replaces ideology with innovation.”

Smart regulation saves lives, protects jobs, and curbs illicit markets.



Thank you
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